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About Us 
Bombshell Decals is a company with a desire to provide top quality decals 
in the iconic nose art genre. We are a small home-based company, located 
in The All American city of Fayetteville, North Carolina. This company was 
formed to create decals of subject matter Michael enjoys with the hopes 
that others will enjoy them also. 

Michael is the chief designer, with a degree in Graphic Design who has a 
passion for building models and anything to do with modeling. From this 
passion and experience came the desire to design decals. Michael who 
patriotically served with the 101 Screaming Eagles, and whose father 
served honorably during WWII, grew up with a love of anything military 
related. Michael’s wife Cheryl handles the orders, shipping and daily duties 
of running a business. Cheryl also has a love of art and supports Michael in 
this endeavor. 

 

http://bombshelldecals.com/ 

 

 

A very special thanks the members of the 352nd Fighter Group Association: 

• Robert “Punchy” Powell (former 352nd Fighter Group Pilot and author 
of “Bluenoser Tales and “Bluenosed Bastards of Bodney” 

• Sam Sox Jr. Renowned author and historian. 352nd Fighter Group 
Photo archivist. 

• Marc Hamel Author and 486th Fighter squadron expert. 

 

All photos are courtesy of the 352nd Fighter Group Association Photo Archive. 

 

Included are comments, observations and recollections by the 
aforementioned Powell, Sox and Hamel. 

 
Note to modelers: 

 “Sweetie” carried both the original P47D-5 cowling flaps as well as the later 
version. Please review the photos to ensure that the correct version is used for 
your subject. The original cowling configuration had fewer broom markings on 
the fuselage and was missing stenciling aft of the lower cowling flaps.  – Rex. 

 

http://bombshelldecals.com/�
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Luther Richmond was born on December 13, 1915, in Chicopee, Massachusetts. He 
received his Bachelor's degree in economics from American International College in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, before entering the Aviation Cadet Program of the U.S. 
Army Air Corps on July 6, 1938. Richmond was commissioned a 2d Lt and awarded 
his pilot wings at Kelly Field, Texas, on May 26, 1939, and then served as a flight 
instructor at Randolph Field, Texas, until September 1941, when he became 
Commander of the 97th Training Squadron at Foster Field, Texas. He then served as 
Assistant Commander and then Commander of the 2nd Training Group, also at Foster 
Field, from June 1942 to June 1943, followed by service as commander of the 486th 
Fighter Squadron of the 352nd Fighter Group at Farmingdale on Long Island, New 
York, from June to July 1943. Maj Richmond deployed with the group to England in 
July 1943, and was credited with destroying 1 Fw-190 in aerial combat before being 
shot down by antiaircraft fire and taken as a Prisoner of War on April 15, 1944. He was 
held at Stalag Luft I in Barth, Germany, until May 1945, when his POW camp was 
liberated. After returning to the U.S. he served as director of operations at Selfridge 
Field, Michigan, where he supervised the flying training of French Air Force cadets 
from November 1945 to June 1946, followed by service as commander of the 8th 
Fighter Group at Ashiya, Japan, until October 1947. Col Richmond served as deputy 
chief of staff for operations with Headquarters 5th Air Force in Nagoya, Japan, from 
November 1947 to June 1949, and then he served with Headquarters U.S. Air Force in 
the Pentagon from August 1949 to July 1953. His next assignment was as commander 
of the 564th Air Defense Group and commander of Otis AFB, Massachusetts, from 
August 1953 to February 1955, followed by service as the first Chief of the Air Force 
Section for the Military Assistance Advisory Group in Bonn, West Germany, from 
March 1955 to July 1958, during which time he aided in the rebuilding of the German 
Luftwaffe. He attended National War College from August 1958 to June 1959, and then 
served another tour at the Pentagon from July 1959 to July 1963. Gen Richmond next 
served on the staff of Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe in Paris, France, 
from July to September 1963, and then as Inspector General for U.S. Air Forces in 
Europe (USAFE) from September 1963 to March 1965. He was Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Operations at USAFE from March to November 1965, and then Vice Commander of 
17th Air Force at Ramstein AB, West Germany, until March 1966. Gen Richmond 
served as Commander of 19th Air Force at Seymour Johnson AFB, North Carolina, 
from March 1966 to March 1967, followed by service as Director of Plans for U.S. 
Strike Command at MacDill AFB, Florida, from March 1967 until his retirement from the 
Air Force on May 1, 1970. Luther Richmond died on June 27, 2003, and was buried at 
Arlington National Cemetery. 
 
His 2nd Distinguished Flying Cross Citation reads: 
 
For extraordinary achievement in aerial flight over enemy occupied Continental 
Europe. The skillful and zealous manner in which Lt. Col. Richmond has sought out the 
enemy and engaged him, his devotion to duty and courage under all conditions serve 
as an inspiration to his fellow flyers. His actions on all these occasions reflect the 
highest credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the United States. 

From Veteran Tributes: 

http://www.veterantributes.org/TributeDetail.asp?ID=599 

http://www.veterantributes.org/TributeDetail.asp?ID=599�
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Sweetie during Winter of 1943-44.  That is 486th Operations in the background. 

“A couple of things to note:  Luther once saw a profile painting of his plane, and it was chipped 
and weathered.  He immediately commented that his plane wasn't dirty or chipped up, and was 
very well maintained.  The Vargas style nude was not a Vargas or Petty girl, but was painted by Nilan 
Jones and depicts Luther's wife Jean (aka "Sweetie").  That artwork would of course be skin colored.  
The word "Sweetie" was in cream.  The brooms were in yellow.  Luther advised that once combat 
really started and folks started shooting down planes, the brooms didn't mean much anymore so they 
stopped painting them.   The 486th Thunderbolts were often shoe-polished or waxed ('Cile Harker 
mailed over Simonize wax), so they tended to be darker and semi gloss than a regular OD 
plane.  The ones that were shoe polished got a brown cast, so err that way if in question.  It is 
my understanding that the crew data panel was done in white.    Nilan Jones was in the support 
personnel for the 352nd, and was pretty well known for his art abilities regarding the female form.  He 
could also letter extremely well.  You'll note art with an "N. Jones" signature all the way to the end of 
the war.”  (Marc Hamel) 
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Three-quarter view of “Sweetie”. 
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B flight 486th Fighter Squadron, March 1944 with “Sweetie”  
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486th pilots March 1944 with  ”Sweetie”. Notice the later style cowling flaps. 
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Crew Chief M/Sgt. Schoonmaker and “Sweetie”. Notice the later style cowling flaps. 
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12 Mission Markers showing (if you can take your eyes off of the artwork). 

“Yes, early on, our pilots had these small brooms painted on their planes by one of their crew or other airmen to count these fighter sweeps for 
the aircraft, not necessarily for the pilot.   I think they picked this up from one of the three FG's that were flying combat missions before the 352nd 
FG arrived in the ETO and got into action.  These were the 4th, 78th and 56th FGs and I remember seeing some of the 56th FG planes with the 
brooms on the nose.   Not sure about the other two.  This may have been picked up from the RAF but I have no evidence of that.” (Robert 
Powell).  Note: This photo shows the original P-47 D-5 Cowling Flaps Configuration. Later photos (with more broom markings) show the later 
style cowling flaps. 
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More broom symbols (fighter sweeps) and later cowling flap configuration. Note the added stenciling below “Sweetie” that was not on earlier 
cowling flap configuration on previous page. 
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Lt. Col. Luther Richmond’s “Sweetie”, a P-47D-5 RE with original D-5 cowling flap configuration. 12 fighter sweep broom markings are present.  

No wing pylons.  Rear view mirror installed. Note lack of antenna mast. Red outline stars and bars date this aircraft to 1943. The scheme is standard 

ETO Olive Drab Upper surfaces, Neutral Gray undersurfaces. Darker finish is semi-gloss probably due to being waxed with shoe polish (Kiwi polish 

perhaps?). Red outline Stars and Bars are under both wings.  White nose band is standard 24 inches. 
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Early version of version of “Sweetie”.  Red outline Stars and 

Bars are present. Port wing has the standard 40 inch (Freeman 

Type 4) Star and Bar. 
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Early version of version of “Sweetie”. The red outlined Stars 

and bars are present. Both wings have the 55 inch (Freeman 

Type 4) Stars and Bars.  
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Lt. Col. Luther Richmond’s “Sweetie”, with later style cowling flap configuration (winter 1943-1944). No wing pylons installed. Note the additional 

stencil now present aft of lower cowling flaps. Whip antenna installed. Again, the Stars and Bars are under both wings. See accompanying photos.  

White nose band is standard 24 inches. 

We provided faded Stars and Bars on this decal sheet. The outlines are insignia blue to represent the painted over red outlines that were on the early 

version of “Sweetie”. 
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Later version of version of “Sweetie”. The original red 

outlined Stars and bars have been overpainted. Port wing has 

the standard 40 inch (Freeman Type 4) Star and Bar. 
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Later version of version of “Sweetie”. The original red 

outlined Stars and bars have been overpainted. Both wings 

have the 55 inch (Freeman Type 4) Stars and Bars. 
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Additional information regarding P-47 Cowling Flaps upgrades 

 

This is part of an email to the 352nd Fighter Group Association. Marc Hamel responded: 

----- Original Message -----  

From:  

To:  

Sent: 9/18/2010 1:40:39 PM  

Subject: P-47D Cowling Flaps question 

Gentlemen, 

A question arose when reviewing General Richmond’s photos of Sweetie. Sweetie was a D-5 model and 

had the earlier style cowling flaps (Photo 1 with 12 mission markers). Photo 2 shows the later cowling 

flaps. The question is: 

Does anyone know if this was a directive or just a common practice? Were the entire set of flaps replaced 

or just the lower couple of flaps? Any ground crew people that I could ask? 

I have seen this change in flaps on Sam Sox’s 56 Fighter Group video. 

Hi Rex,   The P-47C's and early D's were upgraded as they went.  There was a Republic 

tech team that worked in the big T-2 hanger on the south side of the Watton Road, west 

of the 328th area.  The planes were taken there and upgraded.  Shorty Thomas told me 

all about this, as he was a pre-war pilot, but could not make the USAAF flight training 

due to eyesight.  He was allowed to taxi the planes over the the T-2 for this work.  They 

also retrofitted the earlier planes with the keel plumbed to hang drop tanks.   

 It is my understanding that North American occupied this hanger after the P-47's were 

removed from Bodney.   

 Also, the P-51B, C, and early D's were retrofitted with fin strakes in the same way over 

time.  

   

  

I hope this helps.   Marc 
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Websites: 

352
nd

 Fighter Group Association Website: (The photos and observations are from the 

members of this association): 

http://www.352ndfightergroup.com/ 

Littlefriends (A must for 8
th

 Air Force researchers and modelers) 

http://Littlefriends.co.uk 

P-47 Special Interest Group: 

http://p47.kitmaker.net 

Veteran Tributes: 

http://www.veterantributes.org 
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